[Phytobezoar in the common hepatic duct - rare cause of obstructive jaundice following pancreatoduodenectomy: case report and review of the literature].
Obstruction of bile flow following pancreatoduodenectomy can be caused by stenosis of the hepaticojejunostomy created at the time of surgery, obstruction of the bile-draining jejunal loop, stones or, very rarely, ingested foreign bodies in the common hepatic duct. In analogy with endoscopic sphincterotomy or the once popular side-to-side-choledochduodenostomy, the creation of a hepaticojejunostomy eliminates the barrier of the sphincter Oddi, enabling intestinal content such as ingested foreign bodies or food fibers to migrate into the bile duct. We report on the case of a patient developing biliary tract obstruction due to fibrous material in the common hepatic duct 15 years after pancreatoduodenectomy. In addition, an overview of the literature on the rare phenomenon of foreign body-associated obstructive jaundice is given.